








= — ~~ 2s » 

























































ry were pains Fess oy iain Stee tad Ml ate de yee oe 
& cae ea Se aia ea : Bia eet 









bs 
ae, 








a 





ty 


Pfs eagles 

































































“ae tN 















pase 





We for . ware atts 





= 














Pee ur eneoss eRe 
2 


— 


i Ae? 


sl 
c< 


i 


4 
" 
i} 
7 2 





i 

‘ ve 
tay: 
Weal 


ids Wit 








ie eich 
7) °°" ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIFTH 


ANNIVERSAR "yl iui | 


GC 
975.202 
W67RE 


1834 1959 





REHOBOTH CHURCH 
EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 


Williamsport, Maryland 


March 15 - 22, 1959 


Alle: VOuiiiy FUDIIC Lidfaly 


ive dgeeceek wel. wll jJCwe Sp tnenrtase Gl 
oy Challange 0 Lec acroemeact Yod Tes Lt brag 

| Sboin Pe Bes. planning to ee 
Yeu aul noses claves at vay cheeses potlocveng (ag 
Auornivs, Herve 


Rae ped henley — ed bewrtl gre 


Aad, Horch 7, (959 





ft Message in 
@: Whinister 





Dear Friends: 


Times such as these remind us anew of the goodness of our God, of 
our indebtedness to saints of the past, and of the cloak of sacred respon- 
sibility which rests upon our shoulders today. 


We rejoice that God has spared our church for the past one hundred 
and twenty-five years. No fires or storms have damaged the buildings 
during the past. When needs have arisen, a way to fulfill them was al- 
ways given. Indeed, God’s love has actively been with us through all 
these years. 


We are grateful to God for the long line of Christ-like men and 
women He gave to Rehoboth Church to carry on His work. The memories 
of their dedication, faithfulness, and sacrificial service give challange to 
our lives and better understanding of what it means to serve Christ. 


Through these days of recalling memories of the past and the long 
life line of Rehoboth Church, let us together give ourselves completely in 
redeciation to the service of Our Lord through His Church here and 
throughout His world. 


We owe a special indebtedness to the numerous friends and mem- 
bers of our church, old and young, who have given of their time and 
memories to make this booklet of value. Thanks also must be given to 
the Willing Workers class of our Sunday School, Mr. Norman Plotner, 
teacher, for underwriting much of the cost of this publication. 


| pray God’s blessing upon our Church through this week and 
through the days and years to come. 


Yours in His Service, 
Paul E. Stambach 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 1959 


10:45 AM. BISHOP HERMAN W. KAEBNICK, D.D. 


Dr. Kaebnick was elected Bishop ot 
our Church and was assigned to the 
Eastern Area this past November. 
He comes to our Area from Dayton, 
Ohio, where he had served as Exe- 
cutive Secretary of the General 
Council of Adminisration. Previous 
to that, Dr. Kaebnick had served as 
General Church Treasurer, Super- 
intendent of the Western Pennsyl- 
vania Conference, and minister in 
that conference. 


Bishop Kaebnick now resides in 
the Bishop’s Manse at Harrisburg, 
Pa. 





Music will be provided by the Junior and Senior Choirs 


3:30 P.M. TEA AND RECEPTION FOR WIVES OF FORMER PASTORS 
Our guests of honor are 
Mrs. Harry C. Kottler Mrs. Filmore T. Kohler 
Mrs. George E. Snyder 


The members of Rehoboth Church and the Williamsport Community are 
cordially invited to attend this event. 


MONDAY, MARCH 16, 1959 7:45 P.M. 


| BEHELD HIS GLORY 


a feature-length film 


This new, color motion picture is the story of the last days of Christ, as 
narrated by Cornelius, a Roman Centurian, who had been told of the 
Master by Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples. This moving, beautiful story 
depicts how this soldier is won to faith in Christ. 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 1959 


7:45 P.M. REV. HARRY C. KOTTLER 


Rev. Kottler served Rehoboth Church two times: 
1922-25 and 1937-47. It was under his leader- 
ship our educational unit was built. Rev. Kottler 
has served churches in the Pennsylvania Con- 
ference since 1911. At present, Rev. and Mrs. 
Kottler are residing at Keedysville, Md. AIl- 
though retired from active service, he is in de- 
mand almost every week for service in church 
pulpits. 


Music will be presented by the Special Choir of Williamsport High School 





WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 1959 


7:45 P.M. REV. GEORGE E. SNYDER 

Rev. Snyder served our congregation from 1950 
to 1956. 

He began his ministry in Pennsylvania Confer- 
ence in 1927. 

Today Rev. and Mrs. Snyder reside in Dallas- 

town, Penna. Ill health forced his retirement 

from active service two years ago. However, 

Rev. Snyder is now able io take an active part 

in his home church and in other speaking en- 

gagements. 





Music will be brought by our Choirs 


THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 1959 


7:43 P.M. A CONCERT OF SACRED MUSIC 


presented by 
THE MINISTERS CHOIR 
Of Pennsylvania Conference 
Rev. Russell C. Oyer, D.D., Director 


Rev. Paul E. Stambach, Accompanist 





The Conference Choir Concert is sponsored by our Senior Choir. Proceeds 
will be used for the purchase of new Church Hymnals. 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 1959 


7:45 P.M. MISS LOTTIE M. SPESSARD, R. N. 


A native of Chewsville, Md., Miss Spessard has devoted her life to mis- 
sionary service in the Phillipine Islands. Miss Spessard has served there 
since 1929. Before her final voyage home from the foreign field, Miss 
Spessard was privileged to have an interview with President Garcia of the 
Phillipines who honored her for her outstanding service to the church of 
Christ in that country. She is now residing near Chewsville. 


Special music will be brought by the Girls Chorus of Williamsport High School 


PALM SUNDAY, MAKCH 22, 1959 


10:45 A.M. REV. SIMPSON B. DAUGHERTY, D.D. 





Dr. Daugherty is the Superintendent of our Pennsylvania Conference. Be- 
sides having served churches which include Carlisle, Washington, D. C., 
and Chambersburg, Dr. Daugherty served as Chaplain in the United 
States Army during the Second World War. We extend to him and Mrs. 
Daugherty a warm welcome to our Anniversary observance and this Palm 
Sunday Service. 


Music will be provided by the Junior and Senior Choirs 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 
OF 
REHOBOTH CHURCH 
EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 


BEGINNINGS 


The building in which our congregation wor- 
ships was built in 1834 by Mr. Peter Light. When 
the structure was completed, Mr. Light presented 
it to the Methodist Protestant denomination. 

On the original cornerstone was inscribed the 
Church’s name, REHOBOTH. The reason for the 
choice of the name can probably be noted in the 
Biblical context in which the name is found. 
Isaac, in Genesis 26:22, had completed digging 
his third well, the first one for which he did not 
have to strive with other herdsmen. “. .. And he 
called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, ‘For 
now the Lord hath made room for us, and we 
shall be fruitful in the land’.” 

For forty-six years that congregation wor- 
Le ESE shipped and worked in Rehoboth Church. But 

Bebore in 1880 the Methodist Protestant denomination 
1914 abandoned its work in Williamsport, and the 
building stood idle for seven years. 





USED IN THE CIVIL WAR 


The Church building was used as a hospital two times during the Civil 
War. The first time was following the Battle of South Mountain. The second 
followed the Battle of Antietam. A camp fire was kept burning on the lawn 
in front of the Church building during its use as a hospital. As soldiers died 
within the walls, the bodies were taken outside and laid in rows along the 
west side of the building. Later they were buried in the rear of the church 
where they remained until finally they were transferred to National cemeteries. 


UNITED BRETHREN WORK BEGINS 


Exactly how and when the work of the United Brethren in Christ denomi- 
nation began in Williamsport is not known. For many years United Brethren 
preachers had talked of establishing a mission in this town. Records show 
that a mission probably had been begun by 1880, for the Virginia Conference 
voted in March, 1882, to change the name Opequon Circuit to: Williamsport 
Mission. Again in 1883, the name was changed to Potomac Circuit. 

There seems to have been no organization of a United Brethren con- 
gregation until 1886, when in November, Rev. Henry H. Fout, then pastor 
of the Potomac Circuit, reported a membership at Williamsport of twelve 
members to the Virginia Conference. At this time the congregation was wor- 
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shipping in what was then known as the Good Templars Hall, which is now 
being used as a Hosiery Mill at the corner of Artizan and Potomac Streeis. 

It is worthy of note that Rev. Fout in 1901 was appointed editor of the 
Sunday School literature of the United Brethren denomination. Later, in 1913, 
he was elected to the office of Bishop. During his pastorate here, the Potomac 
Circuit consisted of the following appointments: Williamsport, Friendship 
(Halfway), Greensburg (near Martinsburg), Mount Tabor, New Hope, and 
Millers (W. Va.). 


THE BUILDING IS PURCHASED 


On or about November 20, 1887, the United Brethren congregation, under 
the guidance of Rev. Fout, purchased the Rehoboth Church building from the 
Methodist Protestant denomination for $1,200.00. 





Harvest Home after 1914 Remodeling 
Note Amen Corner on left, Choir Loft in right 


Fourteen years later, during the pastorate of Rev. H. E. Richardson, the 
building underwent its first major remodeling. Little is known of what was 
done at that time, although the work was extensive enough to justify the 
replacing of the original cornerstone with the one that now appears. It is 
recalled that Rev. Richardson, during a visit to this congregation in the late 
1940’s, remarked that when in March of 1900 he came as the new minister to 
Williamsport, he could stand about where the present chancel railing is and 
look up and see the sky through the roof. Obviously, the building’s need for 
repair was great at that time. 
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THE 1914 REMODELING 


Major changes in the building were made when the building was eighty 
years old, in 1914, while Rev. W. L. Murray was minister. The six large, square 
windows in the front of the building were replaced with the two present long, 
Gothic stained glass windows and the high rose-type window. The other seven 
sanctuary windows were replaced by the present stained glass windows, and 
these were presented by the people and organizations whose names they now 
bear. 

Before 1914, a vestibule as wide as the building was first entered when 
one would step inside the main doors. The sanctuary itself was entered 
from the vestibule through doors to the right and the left. At this time rooms 
were built to right and left under the balcony. The existing doors were used 
as entrances to those rooms. The present double doors were installed as en- 
trances to the sanctuary. Also at this time new walnut pews were installed, 
not in three sections as before, but in two with a center aisle dividing them. 
The two pot-bellied stoves were also removed and a new central heating unit 
was installed. New pulpit furniture was secured. A seven foot wide pulpit was 
secured and placed before the new oil painting of Christ in Gethsemane. 


At this time or soon after- 
wards, a reed organ was pur- 
chased for the sanctuary. For 
many years the air for the in- 
strument was produced by am- 
bitious young men who pumped 
the bellows by hand. Eventually 
an electric motor was purchased 
to power the bellows. This organ 
was later presented to the Penn- 
sylvania Conference summer 
camp, Camp Penn, where it con- 
tinued to be used. 


During this remodeling, which 
took place during the summer 
months, the congregation wor- 
shipped in the abandoned church 
on N. Conococheague St., which 
is now known as the Red Men’s 
Hall. The rededication of the 
sanctuary was joyously celebra- 
ted in the fall of that year. 





After 1914 Remodeling 


THE PARSONAGE STORY 


During the pastorate of Rev. C. C. Gohn, 1903 to 1904, a parsonage was erect- 
ed at 29 W. Salisbury St. However, in 1906, through the urging of the minister, 
Rev. C. W. Hutzler, and because of the indebtedness of the church, that home was 
sold and the McCullister residence at 18 E. Salisbury St. was purchased for a 
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parsonage. Later in 1916, during the pastorate of Rev. W. L. Murray, that build- 
ing was relocated on the lot and a two and a half story addition (five and a half 
rooms, plus cellar) was constructed in the front at a cost of $2,072.55. 


These were the years when the revival services met with enthusiastic re- 
sponse. The meetings would be held nightly for six and eight weeks. Some 
nights they would continue into the early hours of the morning. 


The memories of these early years are most warming. Prayers were then 
offered while Kneeling. In fact, one pastor is remembered for his “journies” on 
his knees from the front to the rear of the church while he prayed. Another 
is recalled for the songs he would compose and sing about current events in 
the congregation’s life. 


EDUCATIONAL UNIT ADDED 


In 1924-25, during the first pastorate 

of Rev. Harry C. Kottler, a Sunday 

Ni, School builidng was erected at the rear 

= at im of the main auditorium. Its cost of 

x ae es slightly under $8,000.00 reflects the 

et ae amount of work contributed by the con- 
gregation in its construction. 

In order that an entrance might be 
built into the sanctuary from the edu- 
cational unit, another major change 
was made in the sanctuary. The choir 
loft, which to this time had been in the 
front right corner, was moved to the 
left corner, where the “A-men Corner” 
had been located up to that time. The 
door to the educational unit vestibule 
was then installed where the choir loft 
had been. 
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The Mortgage Burning 
April, 1945 





Front row: Adam Harsh, Charles Lizer, Mrs. Mary 
Meyers, Charles Nally. 


Second row: John Henry, Clarence Gossard, L. Curtis 
Fearnow. 


Back row: Dr. John H. Ness, Rev. Harry C. Kottler. 
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Unfortunately, the national depression of the thirties caused many hard- 
ships in meeting the payments on the cost of this new unit. Often special 
pleas were necessary just to gather enough money to pay the interest on the 
loan. 

It was in April, 1945, twenty years after its construction, that the mortgage 
note on the educational unit was finally burned. This memorable occasion was 
led by the Conference Superintendent, Rev. John H. Ness, D.D., and the 
minister, Rev. Kottler, who had returned to Williamsport in 1937. 


OUR MINISTERIAL SON 


During these years, Glenn A. 
Fearnow, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. 
C. Fearnow, while studying at St. 
John’s College, Annapolis, and later 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
Hospital, heard and answered the 
call to missionary service. After he 
received his A.B. and R.N. degrees, 
Glenn continued his studies at 
Faith Theological Seminary, Wil- 
mington, Del. Under the sponsor- 
ship of the Bible Presbyterian 
Board of Missions, Glenn, along 
with his wife and son, are serving 
Our Master in Arabia. 

Rev. Fearnow is the only mini- 
terial son of Rehoboth Church. 
May God grant that more of our 
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn A. Fearnow youth might hear and answer the 

call to full-time church vocations. 





SOME RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


In June, 1949, a Hammond electric organ and a set of Degan chimes were 
purchased for $2,734.00 by the congregation, under the leadership of Rev. Fil- 
more T. Kohler, D.D. Due to the illness of Rev. Kohler, the service of dedica- 
tion for these instruments was finally held April 30, 1950, after Rev. George E. 
Snyder assumed the pastorate of Rehoboth Church. At that time a plaque was 
placed on the organ in remembrance that it was dedicated “In honor of Dr. 
Filmore T. Kohler whose achievements gave our small church a taste of great- 
ness.” 

The present rest rooms were installed in the rear of the sanctuary in Jan- 
uary, 1949, at a cost of $818.02. 

In 1951, the sanctuary and Sunday School rooms were extensively redecor- 
ated. The walls were painted, the floors and pews refinished, a coal stoker 
purchased for the furnace, and part of the Sunday School building roof re- 
placed. The old Chandelier was removed and new lights were hung in the 
sanctuary. The total cost for this project was $3,043.85. On January 6, 1952, the 
church was rededicated under the leadership of the Conference Superintendent, 
Rev. Paul E. V. Shannon, D.D.. At that same time, the 117th anniversary was 
observed. 
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Other outstanding work includes the replacing of the sanctuary roof in 
1953 at a cost of $1,593.63. A new kitchen was built in the south-west side of 
the basement in the spring of 1955. This was done at a cost of $1,000.41. Senior 
Choir robes were purchased in the spring of 1950, Junior Choir robes in 1955. A 
public address system was installed in 1955 in the Sunday School room, a gift of 
Mrs. R. C. Williams. 


THE PAST THREE YEARS 


Rehoboth Church has undergone 
more changes within the past three 
years. The exterior of the sanctuary 
was sandblasted, repaired, and water- 
proofed. The tower of the church was 
found to be rotted beyond repair. The 
old tower was removed and a white 
porcelain steeple was erected. Re- 
cently lights were purchased and in- 
stalled by the Fidelis Class of the Sun- 
day School to illuminate the steeple 
at night. 

The Young Adults of the church 
sponsored the placing of a new altar, 
pulpit, lectern, and chancel railing in 
the sanctuary. Numerous other organi- 
zations and individuals provided the 
appointments for the Altar and the 
lighting for the new Chancel. 

The Ladies Aid Society purchased a new electric stove for the kitchen. And 
within the past month, new exterior lights have been erected at both entrances 
and at the steps to the educational unit; this also was a project of our Young 
Adults. 





A LOOK AHEAD 


The present membership of Rehoboth Church stands at 304. But the 
worth of this church is not found solely there. Nor can the value of Rehoboth 
Church be seen only looking backwards to what it has accomplished. Its real 
value will be found only when the past and the present are seen in relation 
to the future. 

Today a committee is studying the physical needs of Rehoboth Church to 
discover whether or not the congregational needs have outgrown the present 
physical units. But even greater study and concern must be extended to know 
Our Savior and His Gospel and their relationships to Rehoboth Church and 
the total community of Williamsport. 

Let us bind ourselves together working confidently in the days ahead 
with the confession we have 


NO LOYALTY HIGHER THAN JESUS CHRIST. 
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MINISTERS WHO SERVED REHOBOTH CHURCH 


H. H. Fout 

N. A. Kiracofe 
H. H. Fout 

W. B. Evers 

S. H. Snell 

E. J. Mease 

A. N. Horn 
W. D. Barger 
W. L. Martin 
D. R. Bovey 

S. T. Moore 

G. W. Kiracofe 
E. J. Mease 

J. W. H. Beale 
E. C. B. Castle 
P. J. Laurence 
W. L. Martin 
H. E. Richardson 
C. C. Gohn 

D. R. Wagner 
C. W. Hutzler 
W. L. Murray 
J. C. Gardner 
H. C. Kottler 
N. B. S. Thomas 
W. M. Beattie 
H. C. Kottler 
F. T. Kohler 

G. E. Snyder 
P. E. Stambach 
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1885-87 
1887-88 
March to Sept. 1888 


Sept. 1888 to March 1889 


March to Sept. 1889 
Sept. 1889 to March 
1890-91 

1891-92 

1892-93 

March to Sept. 1893 
Sept. 1893 to March 
1894-95 

1895-96 

1896-98 

1898-99 

March to Sept. 1899 
Sept. 1899 to March 
March 1900 to April 
April 1903 to October 
1904-06 

1906-13 

1913-20 

1920-22 

1922-25 

1925-33 

1933-37 

1937-47 

1947-50 

1950-56 

1956- 


1890 


1894 


1900 
1903 
1904 





THIS BOOKLET IS DEDICATED 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD 


Presented by the Willing Workers class of our Sunday School. 





Front row: Judy Davis, Judy Harsh, Judy Judd 
Second row: John Harsh, James Palmer, Max Rohrer 


Third row: Norman Plotner, teacher, Leon Fearnow, 
Robert Harsh, Charles Hixon 


Rehoboth Church is most grateful to this class of young people for their 
expression of love and concern for their Church by underwriting the major 
part of the cost of the printing of this program. 


Our thanks to Mr. George Smith and Mr. Harry B. Davis for the cover photographs and those of the 


interior of our sanctuary and of our minister. 
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